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Week 3: Shrewd 

Luke 16:1-13 

The Parable of the Dishonest Manager 

 

 Jesus tells a parable about a “shrewd” finance manager who got fired 

for mismanagement of funds. His shrewdness didn’t stop after he got 

caught; in fact, his questionable business practices kicked into high gear as 

he hatched an elaborate plan to save himself. What does the word “shrewd” 

mean anyway? It’s not a word that we use very much anymore. A regular 

dictionary definition says this: “having or showing astute or sharp judgment 

in practical matters, sometimes at the cost of moral compromise.” Other 

words to define shrewd were “cunning or tricky; artful.” Shrewd was used in 

the NRSV, but other Bible translations used words like “devious” (Inclusive 

Bible) and “clever” (CEB). The Message described the manager as “crooked” 

and “streetwise,” someone who was on “constant alert, looking for angles, 

and surviving by their wits” (v.9). Considering these definitions, we get a 

better understanding of the manager.  

This person is someone who dances around the legality of business 

matters and doesn’t mind crossing into that gray area for self-gain. He is 

solely focused on making money for himself and will do whatever it takes to 

accumulate it. We don’t see any remorse for the mismanagement of funds. 

Perhaps once the manager compromised his morals, it was easier to keep 

crossing the line until it became part of who he is. 

 We see more of who he is in the plan he concocted. Instead of doing 

honest work or making things right, he created alliances, so he could cash in 

the favors later. He didn’t personally change the amount on the bills, so that 

it wouldn’t fall back on him. When the rich man found out what the manager 

had done, he couldn’t make the debtors pay full price because it would ruin 

his reputation. The manager made the rich man look generous, but he was 

only trying to make things easier for himself. Why did the rich man praise 



him for such an elaborate scheme? He saw that the manager was street 

smart and could survive when he had to. 

 Jesus points out that being street smart is a good skill to have if it is 

used for the right reasons. We are given creative gifts, but we should use 

them to serve God, not ourselves. We should “look for angles” to do good. 

We make friends to form communities, not favors. We pour the same mental 

energy into creating new and innovative ministries instead of creating a 

safety net for ourselves.  

I don’t think Jesus is saying that being shrewd or devious is ok if used 

for the right reasons like Robin Hood who stole from the rich to give to the 

poor. Robin Hood was still stealing. Jesus doesn’t want us to use creative 

financing for ministries if it requires us to compromise our morals. Jesus 

suggests that if we spend so much time and energy hatching elaborate 

plans, we should do so to create communities of love for others, not to save 

ourselves.  

 

Reflection questions: 

Do you know anyone like the manager? How do you interact with him?  

 

What would you have done if you were the rich man/employer? Would you 

have responded differently? 

 

Have you ever experienced circumstances that caused you to be shrewd, 

that inspired creative survival? How did it make you feel? 

 

Have you ever used your creative gifts or cleverness for good that may have 

fallen into the gray area?  

 

Remember a time when you had to decide whether or not to compromise 

your morals. What did you decide to do? Would you do it differently if you 

could?    


